[Effect of ethanol on the levels of dopamine and its metabolites in the brain of rats with different degree of sensitivity to stress].
It was shown, that content of dopamine and its metabolites (DOPAC and HVA) are the same in two groups of rats with different time of immobilization in forced swimming test. One group of low active (LA) animals experienced the immobilization more than 300s, other high active (HA) rats for less than 120 s. Ethanol (2 g/kg per oris) increased the level of DA in the striatum and medial prefrontal cortex only in LA rats and besides, the concentration of dopamine after ethanol administration was higher in the n. accumbens of LA rats, than in that of HA rats. The authors suggest that differences in dopamine content between LA and HA rats are connected with different levels of voluntary alcohol consumption. The opportunity to use both groups of HA and LA rats for developing models of pathogenic heterogeneity of alcoholism is discussed.